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T e \ An 1890’s summer on
Simonton Lake

=1890’s photo on page 10 and text below

is reprinted from a newspaper article pub-

lished on August 16th, 1987, supplied by

Brad Pletcher.

reaking away at the "Old Yanks
BTavern" for this group of friends shows

that people haven't changed when it
comes to water and fun times. This 1890’s
photo was submitted to Good Ole Days by
Mrs. Russell Oakes, 215 N. Michigan. She
said this was the only cottage located on
the south side of Simonton Lake at the
time and the picture was taken before her
mother and father were married in 1898.
Obviously ready for some fishing, food and
good spirits are Charles Cracknell and
“buster” Martin (fourth and fifth from the
left), and E.D.E. “Ed” Melcher (at far right),
father of Mrs. Oakes.

See Simonton/pg.10
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Migratory Loons of

Simonton Lake

- by Lisa Kime, Licensed Wildlife
Rehabilitator

ou would think there would be plenty

of "Loons" on Simonton Lake. But

most Hoosiers seldom see the
Common Loon. Only people who live near
the larger bodies of water in the state have
much opportunity to observe this bird.
And, since it is usually silent except in nest-
ing season and does not currently nest in
Indiana, there is little likelihood of our hearing its 3m32mc_m <<m___3m calls.

There isn't a great deal of information regarding the Common Loon (Gavia Immer), in relation to Simonton Lake
and Northern Indiana and the lakes of lower Michigan. The appearance of a Common Loon is one of a large duck or
small goose. Its plumage is mostly black and white with some grey intertwined. All
species have spear shaped bills made to dive for fish.

See Loons/pg. 16

Simonton Lake T-Shirts for Sale - $10

ALL SIZES Contact Sue Ward, 50959 Twilight Drive, 574-206-0450
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EVERY TUES, WED AND THURSDAY 8PM

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

EVERY SATURDAY NIGHT 9PM

Sunday
- 4 Piece Chicken Dinner - $6.95

Monday Night

- All You Can Eat Frog Legs - $12.95
Tuesday
- Cheeseburger - $2.00
Wednesday
- Hot Wings - $0.50 each

Friday
- All You Can Eat Fish - $6.95

Order Carryout - 574-264-9033
51426 SR 19, Elkhart, IN 46514
Kitchen Hours: Mon. - Sat.: 10:00am - 10:00pm, Sun.: 11:00am - 8:00pm

THNDIANA
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NOTES FROM

Association’s 1st General Meeting
September 4, 2008

he first General Meeting of the Simonton Lake Area

Homeowners’ Association was held September 4th.

Attendance was in excess of 100 residents/mem-
bers.

Captain Sean Holmes with the Elkhart County
Sheriff's department was a guest speaker and addressed
the Association on Community Policing. In hopes to
expand the Sheriff department’s resources, Community
Policing started about three to four years ago. With
hopes of recruiting neighborhoods and associations, such
as ours, an officer is assigned to the area as a liaison to
filter calls, emails, reports, etc., as a direct line of com-
munication. Focus patrols are then assigned to the area
of concern. Currently there are over 25 neighborhoods
participating in the Community Policing efforts in Elkhart
County. Corporal Casey Lehman has been assigned to
the Simonton Lake Area Homeowner’s Association as our

Treasurer's Corner

November 2008

THE BOARD

liaison. Captain Holmes closed with, “it is the responsibil-
ity of the residents to watch out for each other and to be
aware of their neighborhoods-to know what is normal,
what is suspicious and to report suspicious activity. Itis
our right to feel comfortable and safe in our homes and

in our neighborhood.” Contact information will be made
available on the website.

Bob Evans addressed the membership on the Weir
Project. See the latest update on page 13.

Reports from each of the four committees can be
found on page 6. Read about the Lake Environment
Committee discussion of a watershed diagnostic study
and an aquatic plant management plan being consid-
ered.

The next meeting is scheduled for May 2009 and will
serve as the Association’s Annual Meeting.

Please visit the website to read the Meeting Notes in
their entirety.

Submitted by: Connie Anderson, Secretary

Below is a brief financial update on the association (as of 10/20/2008):

Item Subtotal Total
Membership Dues $4,540.00
Advertising 3,537.00
Other (e.g., T-shirt sales, carryover, donations) 1,146.37
Total Gross Revenue $9,223.37
Cost of Goods Sold (T-shirts) $104.69
Total Gross Profit $9,118.68
Board of Directors (e.g., General meeting expenses) 100.90
Membership / Outreach 52.21
Newsletter / Website 786.79
Total Expenses $939.90
Net Position as of October 20, 2008 $8,178.78

Erin Harding, Treasurer
eharding@nd.edu
Cell: 312-771-6397

www.simontonlake.org

Affordable, high quality
storage for residential and
commercial storage
customers. Fromour 5'x
10’ units, to store a few
boxes, up to alarge 10x 30

IRONGATE

mm self storage

2921 Johnson Street, Elkhart

located directly behind Menard's

(574) 264-5598
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folly Cress,.

Your Simonton Lake Specialist

Is it time to sell your lake
home? No gimmicks here...

FACT: | currently have 3 buyers looking to
live on Simonton Lake!

FACT: Al 3 of these buyers would be will-
ing to purchase a home immediately.

FACT: winteris typically the slowest
season for selling lake properties.

SO CALL TODAY while | have ready,
willing and able buyers!

#» Prudential

One Realty

Want to know morel... go to
KellyCressHomes.com

Log on to VIEW ANY LISTING
in Elkhart County, testimonials,
and much more.

(574) 596-9776
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Area Representatives
-your delegates for neighborhood concerns

1. Tim and Phyllis Nusbaum  264-0965
2. Ann and Jerry Broderick 264-1331
John and Pat Brown 264-2258
Ken and Sue Ward 206-0450
3. Susie Broderick 262-0818
4. Jon Hart 262-1404
Randy Hoff 262-3432
5. Bob Meyers 675-0970
Cindy Nickell 262-3105
6. Dave Brown 266-0188
7. Jack Griffith 264-5460
Dave VanZile 264-5201

8. (Representative needed)

Membership/Outreach Committee

he committee is selling sharp-looking T-shirts with

the Simonton Lake Area Homeowners’ Assoc.

logo on them, for $10.00 a shirt. If you are inter-
ested in purchasing one, please contact Sue Ward,
50959 Twilight Drive, 574-206-0450. The area reps
are filtering questions from residents to the perspec-
tive committees, so they will have a unified voice with-
in the Association. The Outreach Committee is looking
to welcome new residents to the area and are hoping
to put together a Welcome Package. They are also col-
lecting ideas for additional clubs and activities.

Lake Safety Committee

he Law Enforcement Committee met at Rodger

Anderson’s home on August 25th. The commit-

tee agreed to better identify the focus and to
serve the Association, the name should be changed to
Lake Safety Committee. All members agreed and the
new name was submitted to the Board. The commit-
tee will continue to work on obtaining signage for the

www.simontonlake.org

COMMITTEE REPORTS
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public access. Contact will be made with the
assigned officer, Corporal Sean Holmes, to begin
facilitating the “community policing” efforts. Next
meeting date to be determined based on need and
agenda.

Newsletter/Website Committee

he committee met on October 8th to finalize

the November issue and plan for the one com-

ing out February 1st. We are excited to have
received some material for the newsletter from area
residents. The newsletter is for and about the com-
munity and we welcome your input, suggestions,
photos and stories.

We discussed our new “color” cover for the
newsletter, thanks to Mike Smith (lake resident),
from Graphics Group. We are encouraging people to
visit our website and join the Fall Photo Contest,
contribute a recipe to the Recipes on the Lake, and
keep up with the latest Lake Alerts. The committee
tossed around many excellent ideas for future
issues. Be prepared for some exciting and interest-
ing topics coming up in the new year.

Visit us at www.simontonlake.org .

Lake Environment Committee
- by Lisa Kime

irst and foremost, we need to protect and pre-

serve our lake and the entire Simonton Lake Area

Home Owners’ defined boundaries. The Lake
Environment Committee has tackled its first task
together. We would like to focus on our lake and its
watershed, beginning with the aquatic plant life. The
watershed issues affect all homes and the safety and
condition of our drinking water. Secondly, recycling
proposals are being obtained for leaves and recy-
clables. Our committee agreed that in order to accom-
plish the aforementioned, we are considering propos-
als from the J.F. New Company, for a watershed diag-
nostic study and an aquatic plant management plan.
Keep in mind the study may take several months to
complete following the natural cycle of our lake.
Proposals for recycling in our neighborhoods and leaf
pick up are being established with our State
Representative, Tim Neese, through the Elkhart
Recycling Initiative.

A lake diagnostic study does require a substantial
amount of money. Good news for our association and
our lake, there are state grants and funds available.
See Committees/pg. 16
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2009 Sedona 2050SL by
Bennington Marine
515,995 with a

25HP Yamaha 4 Stroke
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Life

from page 1

Those swans aren’t very friendly. But on a clear day
when they float by and the water is a cold blue with the
trees as a backdrop—well, it's picture perfect. On a day
after Labor Day when it was especially calm | wondered if
this was how the lake looked back when it was just part
of Mr. Simonton’s farm. But then a speedboat roared
past, a neighbor fired up his leaf blower and the beagles
began barking at a squirrel who taunts them from our
maple tree. Back to reality.

You know my problem with fall? It means perma-
cloud is coming. After the new year begins it seems like
a season of GRAY. It's dark when | leave for school and
dark when | come home. When it isn’t dark, it's gray.
GRAY! GRAY! GRAY! It is amazing how many gray days
we have in a row. Maybe we should advertise it in those
Indiana tourism brochures. “Welcome to Indiana, home
of friendly people, beautiful country, sparkling lakes and
eight to ten weeks of gray skies.” Well, maybe not. I'm
envious of those of you who can go south for part of the
winter. Maybe some of you miss the gray skies. Say, we
could take daily pictures and email you. Maybe I'll put a
plant light on myself.

OK folks, this is our third newsletter and I’'m not get-
ting any news. You know, weddings, new neighbors,
births, engagements. We don’t want to pry but we'd like
to celebrate with you. | mean it's not just every day that
your uncle gets out of prison or your cousin conquers the
heartbreak of psoriasis. Here’'s what | do have:

Long time lake residents Dick and Ruth Lambright have
decided to sell their home on North Shore and downsize.
The Lambrights bought the old Warner property (Dr.

and Fran) and built their home in the early 90’s We’'ll
miss them. They were good neighbors. . .

Chad Winchester and Erin Nickell were married at
Winding Waters Brethren Church on Oct. 11. Parents of
the bride are Vaughn and Cindy Nickell (Big Lake). . .
The old swamp willow in Viola Thorpe’s yard began to
lean after all that rain we had in September. (By our rain
gauge it was 11 inches.) The tree had always leaned a
bit towards the shoreline. By Sunday of that rainy week-
end the roots near the house began to protrude through
the grass. Right away boats and piers were moved in
preparation for the fall. But, the tree’s still standing.
Brud Thorpe, Viola’s son, is planning to take the tree
down this winter. Folks tell me there used to be swamp
willows all along the shoreline on the north side. We
found the stump of one big old tree when we put in our
seawall years ago. Another one laid in the lake where it

LIFE ON THE LAKE
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had fallen some time before we moved into our house in
1982. When we cleared the lot six years ago the tree
was still living. . .

Freda Baskerville a long time resident on North Shore
celebrated her 90th birthday recently. Congratulations,
Freda. ..

Katie Ulery, daughter of Jim Ulery (Big Lake) will be mar-
ried to Jason Barhydt at St. Paul’s United Methodist
Church in Elkhart next May.

Let me tell you about my uncle, John Kroh. John
passed away on September 1 after a battle with cancer.
He was 75. The older | get the younger that sounds. He
grew up in Syracuse, Indiana and played basketball for
Syracuse High School (now part of Wawasee High
School). John got his pharmacy degree from Purdue,
served in the U.S. Navy and then returned with his bride,
Gail, to live in Syracuse. He worked for his father, my
grandfather, Charles (Jim) Kroh at Thornburg’s Drugs in
Syracuse and North Webster.

When Grandpa passed away he bought the stores. About
15 years or so ago he sold the stores and moved to

Florida. See Uncle John/pg. 13

JGLEY

TV & Appliance

GREAT PRICES
GREAT SERVICE

=

Your neighborhood
electronics
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Whirlpool

2901 Cassopolis St.
574-264-2315
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Bring in this ad Save $2 on
for money saving any MEDIUM
coupons that are sure LARGE or '

to tempt
EXTRA LARGE
late.
your palate PIZZA.

(Good through 1/31/09)
1

IBUY

1-'-'--'-'--"“qu mc*o:am_zorm

1 TOPPING PIZZA, get
! —l-b—l“ another of equal Wm_. )

Save $2 1
n”H01>m._.M: “ " v z— n lesser value — for "

HALF PRICE! "

(Good through 1/31/09)

Hot sandwiches, Salads, PR g
Pasta and much more! p Q\

]
i o | v
Simonton lake Plaza 6.

51513 State Road 19 North

(574) 264-4579 .

] -
Eat-In, Carryout or Fast Delivery! |, Must present this od.
Hours: Dail 4pm - 10p imit one coupon per visit.

Simonton
from page 1

Also, Fred Melcher (leaning
out the cottage window and
brother of Ed), and L.G.
Pancost (second from right).
Ed Melcher was an engineer
with the New York Central
railroad at the time. She
said the cottage was owned
by Charles Melcher, who was [
uncle to her father. Names of f§
others in the picture include .
E. Pencost, P. Pendall, Adam
Tickert, B. Isenbice, and Will
Specht. The four-mile trip to
the lake was something of an
expedition in a “democrat” . S et
wagon drawn by Old Dobbin Photo provided by Brad Pletcher
and his mate. The reward for a long trip was blue gills, perch and an occasional pickerel. Martin was well known in
later years as an organizer of the Grange movement. A tall tale from this picture of the past is that it was a sizzling
hot day and at least one of the three bottles sitting atop the nail keg exploded moments after the picture was taken.

Brad'’s wife, Deb, received the picture from her mom and dad, the late Wayne & Corabelle Replogle,
. ho lived on Maplewood Drive.
www.simontonlake.org o v piew v
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Heating & Air Conditioning
Plumbing
Stand-by Generators

24-Hour Emergency Service
PLUS Maintenance Program

- Service

. Call Cook

Service Experts Today

Heating, Air Conditioning, Nww “ Oomw
Indoor Air Quality, Plumbing mNN.ONm.OOO_‘A

Serving the Michiana Area for Over 60 Years www.cook-heating.com

SLAHA MEMBERSHIP REGISTRATION

Dues: $30 per household per year Senior Discount (70 and over): $20 per household per year
Senior Honorary Membership (80 and over): FREE lifetime member

Name:

Address:

Phone:

Email: 2nd/Spouse Email:

Participation Interest:
Current committees: Lake Environment, Lake Safety, Membership/Outreach, Newsletter/Website

’

Please mail your completed form and check made out to SLAHA to: Simonton Lake Area Homeowners
Association, Inc., P.O. Box 1706, Elkhart, IN. 46515-1706

Please check the appropriate box below if you are NOT willing to share this information in a directory sent to
members. We will not share this list outside of the association without your permission.

r
1
1
|
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
I ____Address ___Phone __ Emalil
1

k

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

Preference for contact: ____ Email ____Phone Mail 1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

o

www.simontonlake.org



Page 12

November 2008

SELL & TRADE USED DVD’'S & GAMES!

Affordable
Entertainment
for the Whole Family

/IMARKETPLACE

51533 SR 19 574.264.0700
Elkhart, IN

OV : .
hygy 200

5.0%3-

Clean and resurfacing available
for DVD's, CD's, and Games
$2 each disc /

We have
: WEBKINZ

k. A

Boat Lifts, Dock and Accessories

and
Excellent
Service

_c_ co:%_..m Docks wic

12097 M-60, Jones Ml 49061
269.244.1446
www.odonnellsdocks.com

Monday - Steak and Tators $5.95

$2 Tuesdays - Half Pound Burgers,

Fish Sandwiches, Domestic Bottled Beers

Wednesday - .40 Wings and .40 Shrimp
Thursday - Jumbo Burritos (Jumanguritos)

NEW MENU ITEMS

Pecan Crusted Walleye * Macadamia Crusted Chicken
Bone-In New York Strip * Charbroiled Sirloin

Breakfast Buffet Sat-Sun 8-12 Noon $6.95
Have you tried our new Pizza??

We now offer: A NON SMOKING DINING AREA
CARRYOUT BEER, WINE AND LIQUOR..|

51330 State Road 19 . Elkhart, IN 46514 . (574) 266-0606

f 80 Beers to choose From ® 20 Beers On Draft \ ....

Specializing in Local Craft and Imports \ <
uognﬁﬁam.E*o&wr_mémnmrm*

Full Dinner and Lunch Menu
mrﬁ.ﬁdm at %U.@U

Fresh Sushi Bar

Feat uring; Blue OE. LakeP erch, ém.:m:ﬁ Salmon
Great Steaks, Chops and Chicken

Near the cownar of State Road 10 and County Boad G in Flkhart

(574)264-5700
N o
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Weir Update

- by Dave Foutz

rying to find someone who will assume responsibility

for construction of the Lilly Creek weir in a political

abyss murkier than the bottom of Simonton Lake
has eluded residents since 1992. However, Simonton
Lake Area Home Owners Association members have been
very active on many fronts attempting to affect a positive
resolution and move forward toward construction of the
weir. Conversations with County Commissioners and
State Representatives make it apparent that SLAHA
members have been writing elected officials and advocat-
ing the construction of the long over due project. This
kind of action is vitally important and may need to be
begun again before actual construction begins.

Currently, the council for the Indiana Department of

Uncle John
from page 8

Now you might think—why is she including this in
“Life on the Lake”? Be patient. I'm getting there. John
lived on Syracuse Lake. He taught about living on a lake.
| know you understand that. It’s a unique experience,
one that many folks don’t understand or will never have
the opportunity to know. And there’s a responsibility, a
shared responsibility to keep your lake a healthy, safe
place, to maintain its beauty and wildlife and provide us,
the caretakers of the lake, with a place of enjoyment.
John headed up the Syracuse 4th of July fireworks for
many years. He was a one man campaign: fund raising,
hiring the company, designing the show. There was
always a party at John and Gail's on the Fourth. He was
a great skier himself and taught his three sons to water
ski. He never met a stranger but if you cheated or lied or
hurt a family member you wanted to stay clear of big
John.

John stood 6’5”. He actually tried out for the basket-
ball team at Purdue and made it to the final cut. He was
rarely sick and could work all day and party until 2 a.m.
and do it all again the following day. Then there came
the cancer. It was a bad kind, not many survivors. But
surely, we thought, he would beat it. He didn’t. In May
his doctors told him, “If there’s anything you want to do,
do it now.” So, he and Gail came home. John had 5
brothers and sisters. My mother and the other siblings
never sold Grandma’s house after she passed. When her
brothers and sisters come home to visit and spend time
at the lake, they stay there. That's where they gathered,
around Grandma'’s big kitchen table, the table where we
cousins spent so many Thanksgivings and Christmas din-
ners. They had lunch together and talked. They took pic-

Page 13

Natural Resources has asked for and been given a con-
tinuance from the previous court date of October 17. The
new court date is scheduled for Friday, November 21, at
3:30 P.M. in Superior Court 3, at the courthouse in
Goshen. It is difficult to know how this will impact the sit-
uation, but by moving the hearing to after the election
could reduce some previous political leverage. The rea-
son for the hearing is to close the case and free the state
from further action in the matter.

On Monday, October 13, Bob Meyers, Dick Rhodes,
Dave Foutz and Vaughn Nickell attended a political func-
tion where they had access to State Representatives
William Friend and Tim Neese. From those conversations
it became apparent that Representative Neese was the
most concerned regarding the plight of lake residents.

See Weir/pg. 18

tures. John was in a wheel chair. He didn’t look like
John. He looked like Grandma.

There was a memorial service in Florida. And then,
the last Saturday in September they brought him home to
stay. You know how you can tell that you've done life
well? When the church is packed at your service. People
came, and came, and came. Near the alter was a floral
display and his picture. The North Webster American
Legion members came forward one at a time down the
center aisle of the church and saluted. His grandchildren
were his pride and joy. One played a piece on the piano
to begin the service. One, a student at his alma mater,
Purdue, spoke about her grandpa. And then one of his
three sons spoke. It was hard but his dad would have
been proud. You know, he looks just like John.

We went to my folk’s house for a family dinner. It's
too bad but we don’t get together much anymore except
for weddings or funerals. My goodness my cousins have
gotten old looking. I'm so glad that hasn’t happened to
me.

It was a warm sunny day. At about 3:00 Gail and her
sons and some of the cousins fired up two speed boats.
Gail had John’s urn. She took him for his last spin
around Syracuse Lake. The rest of us sat on shore and
watched. | feel like those moments will be something |
will always remember. I'm not going to tell you what they
did with his ashes because | don’t think it's legal. Use
your imagination. Then one of his sons put on slalom ski
and took a lap for his dad. It was beautiful. He cut
through the wake like a pro. The spray behind him
flashed like diamonds in the sun. Some folks might not
get it. But | think that is about as good as it gets.

Until next time. . . live each day on the lake as if it is
your last.
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w m What you should

Jr l.l.

g r:oi about your

,?.. .

% % It heeds to be checked
: 2 LN periodically to prevent
% LS o iy AT future problems.

The pump has multiple floats that need to be inspected. The floats can get stuck,
causing it to backup into the house, or burn up an expensive motor. The pump heeds to
be cleaned to function properly. The control box needs to be opened up and inspected.
There are Simonton Lake residents who have spent thousands of dollars for needless
repair.

What you can do...

Schedule an annual maintenance check with ECI.

It includes: m °°
@ Checking floats at all water levels
@® Cleaning all floats

° . .
Checking all electrical components Wtuboncn chodk dadludss

® Checking motor amperage loads checkup & cleaning only. Parts &
. . . repair costs are extra.
@ Checking proper running conditions

® Checking the alarm system

® Washing sidewalls . _-.-n—-.-m.n-.mm_
Innovative Electrical Solutions . Commercial
@ Residential
@ Audio Visual

51739 State Road 19 N.
Elkhart, IN 46514

574-266-2871

www.ElectricalContractinginc.com

SLECTRICAL CONTIRACTING, iNC,
Performing service work for the Simonton Lake Conservancy
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Who IS Bugeye?

- by Carole Foutz

nly if you just moved to Simonton Lake or moved

away before 1925 would you not know the name of

our local lake inhabitant, Bugeye. Like so many
things, we know the name but little more. So, who or
what is a Bugeye? When we moved to the lake in 1999,
it wasn’t long before we were asking the same question.
You see, Bugeye is a legend on Simonton Lake. After 10
years, it became clear that it was time to search out
Bugeye and meet him.

As the writer of the section for “Simonton Says” that
chronicles the history of the lake and its most interesting
people, | decided that Bugeye should be one of my first
residents to interview. So | picked up the telephone and
called Mr. Harry Hostetter, AKA Bugeye, to schedule an
interview. When Harry answered and | explained that |
wanted to interview some of the “real old timers” on
Simonton for the paper, Bugeye instantly replied that he
had only lived here since 1925, and | should first talk
with Johnny Prugh since he had lived on the lake since he
was born some 90 plus years ago! “Awesome,” | replied.
“He can be the subject of my next article and interview.”

Of course, most of us are most curious as to the
source of the unique nickname “Bugeye”. Bugeye related
that his given name is Harry and was named after his
father. He worked along-side his father and brother at
the C.G. Conn musical instrument factory following the
war. The “boys” in the family were planning a fishing
expedition up north the following weekend and decided
they might need a little liquid refreshment to prevent frost
bite. In 1946, beer was still being rationed and there
was a two case limit. But Harry, being a resourceful
young man made a beer run to Toledo, Ohio, the home of
“Buckeye Beer,” where he was able to secure a more rea-
sonable fourteen cases. At that point his father began to
call him “Buckeye.” After time, the younger Harry finally
pointed out to his father that he wasn’t from Ohio and he
wasn’t a Buckeye! Harry Sr. quickly responded, “Ok, then
we’ll call you Bugeye”. And now, nearly sixty years later,
Harry is still Bugeye!

Bugeye was raised on the corner of Cassopolis and
Bell Streets. Growing up he became quite familiar with
the Simonton Lake and Christiana Creek area. In 1942,
Bugeye was called to action in World War Il. He served in
the artillery in the US Army, fought in the Battle of the
Bulge, and was awarded five Bronze Stars for distin-
guished service. Following the end of the war he
returned to Elkhart, where he was married. Harry and his
new bride moved back to Simonton Lake where they
bought a small home on North Shore Drive. Over the
years, as savings would allow, the house was repeatedly
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remodeled, added on to until it became the house he
lives in today.

Over the years, Bugeye has seen the lake change
from a quiet, country retreat to an extremely busy lake.
He recalls how clear the lake used to be and he suspects
that many of its natural springs are now covered and
clogged with silt from the increased motor boat traffic.
He has fished this lake the better part of 70 years, and
recalls endless fish stories from the past. Bugeye is one
of the founding members of the Sportsmen’s Club of
Simonton Lake.

So, who IS Bugeye? Harry Hostetter is a true legend
on Simonton Lake, a military medal winner, an outstand-
ing fisherman, a friend to countless many in our neigh-
borhood, an organizer, and just a “real guy” who enjoys
life.

Next issue - February 1st
In the meantime, get the news at:
www.simontonlake.org

SINCE 1969

MOTORCYCLES ¢« ATVs - SCOOTERS
SNOWMOBILES « WATER CRAFT
SIDE BY SIDES ¢« PARTS * SERVICE

We buy used ATVs, Snowmobiles,
Personal Watercraft, Motorcycles

Scooters as low as $999

Buddy Packs

Payments as low as $39/mo.
Huge Inventory

All Credit Applications Accepted
Serving Michiana for 40 Years

ETON

EYAMAHA = suzuki

Motorcycles and ATV

i) ==l

NORTH END GCYCLE

2426 Cassopolis - Elkhart - 264.0618 - northendcycle.com

www.simontonlake.org
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Loons
from page 2

The European name "The Great Northern Diver"
comes from the bird’s behavior of swimming along calmly
and then abruptly plunging into the water’s depth to
catch a fish. We as North Americans call the Gavia
Immer "Loon" due to it's haunting yodeling cry. The eerie
yodel of the Common Loon is the symbol of the wild
north. It is difficult to tell the sexes of these birds with
exception to the male being larger. The conservation sta-
tus of the Loon is on the rebound. Discovery of mercury
poisoning in aquatic ecosystems and lead poisoning from
fishing sinkers can be the significant cause of death in
our beautiful Loon.

Little is known about the loon’s migration, wintering
habits and its molt sequence. Like its song and appear-
ance, it's a very mysterious bird. The Common Loon is
surrounded by an aura of myth and magic. There are
many Native American tales about the loon. Chippewa
stories believe the loon is a messenger from Glooscap, a
tribal hero. They believe the loon created the world. My

Committees
from page 6

These funds are available through the Lake and River
Enhancement Project. J.F. New and Associates are at the
helm applying for these grants and are familiar with what
monies are available, the deadline for application and
where to file the paperwork. This is part of their service.
Part of the charges can be worked off by anyone who has
a love of wildlife and our lake by learning to take water
samples of the lake. The diagnostic company has agreed
to train individuals to perform water readings of Simonton
Lake. If you are interested please call the Lake
Environment Committee at 574-903-6791.

Our lake and water, aquatic and wildlife are the key-
stone of our neighborhoods, home values and our enjoy-
ment. We have to protect it in order to keep it and help it
evolve. Can it be better? ...only if we do something now.
The Department of Natural Resources 2007 Fisheries
report by Rodney Edgstall, states Simonton Lake’s status
on all fronts has not changed from 2005. Prior to 2005
there was an alarming drop in fish populations and the
overall health of our lake.

The current state of our nation's energy and natural
resource crisis should influence your consideration about
the validity and urgency of this study and our recycling
initiative. It is an investment which deserves proper con-

www.simontonlake.org
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uncle, Jonathon Shinos, a Chippewa living with the Sioux
tribe in Sioux Saint Marie, believes that when a loon is
heard, “your life is going to change.”

From an interview with Vic Riemenschneider, Bird
Recorder, South Bend-Elkhart Audubon Society: “Ken
Brock's book on the Birds of the Indiana Dunes shows
the peak times for loon sightings are late October and the
month of November with a few extending into December.
Spring sightings occur less frequently in late March and
April. | checked our South Bend-Elkhart Audubon data-
base and the sightings there correspond to the dates
shown in Brock. Our sightings seem to be about equally
divided between spring and fall. Late March and April are
the most common spring dates and November is the
most common fall month.”

Sources:
www.birds.cornell.edu/AllAboutBirds/BirdGuide/Common
_Loon.html
bna.birds.cornell.edu/bna/species/313/articles/introduc-
tion

wikipedia.org/wiki/Loon

sideration by all whether you live on the shoreline or sur-
rounding area. READ ENTIRE REPORT on our website:
www.simontonlake.org

ELKHART

Smaller Bank, Bigger Service!!!
~Personal and Business Solutions~
> (Checking, Savings and CD's

> Wealth Management

> Home Loans

> (Consumer Loans

> Commercial Loans

> (Cash Management

> [nternet Banking

> @usiness Sweep Accounts

> NEW ~ Remote Deposit

$ Save Y our Gas Money ~ Deposit Checks Right at Y our Desk $

For More Information Contact:

Cami Broderick,
Retail Relationship Manager

cami.broderick@elkhartbank.com

574-295-9600
www.elkhartbank.com
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Skiing Happenings... even on
Christmas??

- by Maria Hopman

have been skiing for almost 50 years, having been

taught by my brother Paul on the St. Joseph River

behind his 40 horsepower Evinrude. The last 30 years
have been on our lake with my skiing buddy, Theresa
Maier. Our group waxed and waned over the years. Brad
and Deb Pletcher stayed with us until they turned 40
when they hung up their ski ropes and skis. Anne
Harbaugh also joined our group for a number of years.
Most of our initial group is retired, but a few years ago
Deb Weaver joined Theresa and |. We are all now 5
decades plus in age.

| wish we had kept count of all the people that we

taught to water ski! It is a lot. The oldest skier we ever
pulled was Andy Libertone at 69!
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ing it. The lake had frozen and thawed that year with tem-
peratures in the 60’s or 70’s. Dave had surgery and was
not supposed to ski yet. So without a wet suit, he fell into
the water, and remembers thinking the boat had better
get back quickly! He could not feel his hands grabbing
the ladder. When asked if he would do it again he replied
“no”! Dave said he was younger then and had a fun time.
As an afterthought, he thought he might, if he was physi-
cally able.

Ryan remembers being on call that Christmas Day, so
he had to stay home while Amy went to Syracuse to be
with family. She missed the great event! With not much
to do he decided to try out his new ski! He thinks a wet
suit was passed around. They started in front of Chet
Matherly’s house on Lake Drive and used the one foot in
the water, one foot in the ski hopping method. Two of the
four who went, fell into the water. Br-r-r! Asked if he would
do it again Ryan said “no”, but he would pull his kids if
they wanted to go.

This summer | have been taking a few cuts with
Erin and Ryan Harding. They are very good skiers.
Theresa and | have about done it all - we have
skied the big lake, the little lake, behind the wave
runner, skied five people at one time; we even skied
through the main channel at 6 a.m. thanks to our
boat driver! (I don’t recommend this, it's against the
law). But nothing we’ve done compares to what
happened on Christmas Day, 26 years ago. On that
day four people, Dave Obendorf, Ryan Matherly,
John Ball and Jeff Kasamis decided to go skiing!
Ryan had received a new E.P. Competition Ski for
Christmas from his wife Amy and could not wait to
try it out! He told Dave if he would get his boat out

of storage (a red tri-hull Aero Glass Cheeta, that was
stored at John Ball's House) he would pay for re-winteriz-

Veterans Day Service at
Memorial High School

- by Dave Foutz

emorial High School is pleased to invite area mili-

tary service veterans to the second annual

Veterans Day observance. Delighted with the
positive response from last year’s program, the Memorial
High School staff is looking forward to once again recog-
nizing the military service of veterans from the local com-
munity on Tuesday, November 11, 2008.

Guests are invited to visit the Hospitality Suite just off

the front entrance lobby from 9:45 until 10:15 A.M.
Parking will be available in the front parking lot facing the

Ryan Matherly, Dave Obendorf, John Ball & Jeff Kasamis
Christmas Day 1982 -Photo provided by Amy Matherly

school building. Guests should check in at the main
office and will be directed to the Hospitality Suite.
Veterans will be escorted to the Auditorium at 10:15 and
the program will conclude with a Moment of Silence at
11:11 AM.

In order to have sufficient refreshments at the
Hospitality Suite, it is requested that you please notify
Peggy Presser, EMHS staff member with your attendance
plans at 574.262.5842 or email
ppresser@elkhart.k12.in.us

Let us remember the sacrifice of our lake area veterans
on Veteran’s Day, November 11th, 2008. We would like
to make a list of our lake area veterans. Please contact
us by mail or email - simon@simontonlake.org

www.simontonlake.org
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To place a classified ad, email: ads@simontonlake.org. Classified ads are free for paid members of the association. Non-members
pay $5. Ads will have to be resubmitted for additional issues. Ads are limited to 100 characters. No commercial business ads will
be accepted to protect our sponsors who are supporting this newsletter. Deadline: 20th of month prior to publishing date.

REAL ESTATE
Beautiful lake views, totally remodeled 1940's cozy

cottage with easement access. Two large bedrooms .—-—-—N —.—.—om.—.

with large closets, den, eat-in kitchen with pantry and

Dutch Mill cabinetry, laundry room with lots of stor- <D—..__N._.< D:Q
age, new floors, new bath, new furnace, new water

heater, new siding, new wiring, new plumbing, new *T—N —.—.—om.—-

insulation, attached garage, basement, new appli-

ances, two decks, and spacious lot. Lake living for .T._B .
only $165,000. 50935 North Shore Dr. 574-903- @ W

1922.

just like Simonton Lake

Simonton Lake
T-Shirts for of0
Sale - $10 '~
ALL SIZES
Contact Sue Ward, 50959 -
Twilight Drive www.ilovemyfroggy.com
>74206:0450 ON AIR SCHEDULE

5:30 - 10am The Froggy Morning Show
with Beau Kennedy

10am - 2pm Katie Cruz
Zpm - 7pm Ron Stryker @

7pm - 12mid Paul Weaver

Fall Photo Contest Next issue - February 1st
Check the website for information about our In the meantime, get the news at:
Fall Photo Contest. www.simontonlake.org www.simontonlake.org

Weir

from page 13

In regard to the project, Representative Neese said the following: “The importance and success of the weir project will
be beneficial to residents of Simonton Lake in addition to a wide range of individuals. | pledge my full support on
behalf of its completion.” Representative Neese has had numerous conversations with county officials, Deputy
Attorney General Sierra Cutts, and Simonton Lake Area Homeowners’ Association members.

On September 12, Vaughn Nickell, Bob Evans, and Dave Foutz met with county officials, including County
Commissioner, Mike Yoder, County Surveyor, Blake Doriot, and County Attorney, Gordon Lord. At that meeting county
officials recognized the value of the weir to the lake, the surrounding environment, and the general community.
County officials agreed to cooperate with lake and community resident in implementing a strategy that contained a
number of fall back positions, that would result in completion of the weir in the most expedient and cost effective
manner.

Residents should pay close attention to the SLAHA web site for weir updates and directions as to how they might
be able to join in some type of collective action directed toward moving this project toward completion. Thank you to
all of you who have been involved up to this point.

www.simontonlake.org



In 1455
Johannes

Gutenberg
revolutionized
the printing process with the

invention of moveable type.

Seven centuries later he
is known by few people
outside the trade and they

tend to revere him.

The Graphics Group,a
commercial printer for over

40 years, and like Gutenberg’

is known to a relatively
small yet particularly loyal
client base.

¢ would like you rto discover the Graphics

Group and learn how your printing dollars can
work harder for you. Remember, the first impression a
prospect has of your company is often from it printed
image. Ler us help you make that ever-so-important
firse impression an __.:_EH..::._.:,_rﬁ one!
Bring us your next printing project and ler us show
you how roday’s printing technology coupled with our
skill and experience can revolutionize your printing

nmﬁnln:nn. Your satisfaction is m:..:..wn”nn&

Copying

Both Color and Black on white or colored paper. A _":”....,n
variety of papers in stock. Quick turn-around. Same day
service subject to availability

Digital Printing
Color or Black on whirte. Precisely printed to exacting
standards from your ready to print PDF file.

- & & .
Commercial Printing
H.::ﬁn_. runs one or two color printing on a variety of stocks
with full T_,:L_.,.J. r.;—:#_.,:_.w.:,.x.

Lerterheads, Envelopes, Business Cards, Instruction Mannals,
Brochures, Business Forms, Mailers, Contracts, Document
Copying and more.

Simonton Lake arca businesses or individuals
visit us or call 574-264-3232 for appointment,
Hours:
8:30am to 4:00pm Monday — Thursday
8:30am - 3:00pm Friday
Closed Weckends

N\ Graphics
f& Auammuusﬁ.

25454 Narth Share Dr. / Elkhart, Indiana 46514
Phone: 574-264-3232 Fax: 574-264-0736
_._.._E_._.._..ﬂr..__tT__nvDEE.::ﬁ.:mp
E-mail; GGliaGraphicsGrouplnc.net



Association Board Members

Vaughn Nickell - President
51147 Maplewood Drive
Elkhart, IN 46514
574-262-3105
vaughnnickell@msn.com

John Rose - Vice President
51332 Forest Road
Elkhart, IN 46514
574-333-2433
johnrosell@comcast.net

Connie Anderson - Secretary
51191 Maplewood Drive

Elkhart, IN 46514

574-262-1045
canderson@churchworldservice.org

Erin Harding - Treasurer
25828 North Shore Drive
Elkhart, IN 46514

Cell: 312-771-6397
eharding@nd.edu

Bill Leighton - Big Lake Director -
North

51134 North Shore Drive
Elkhart, IN 46514
574-361-8514
wbleighton@yahoo.com

Carole Foutz - Big Lake Director -
South

26109 Lake Drive

Elkhart, IN 46514
574-262-3908

clfoutz@aol.com

Jack Tucker - Little Lake/Channel
Director

51110 Sail Bay Court

Elkhart, IN 46514
574-262-1335
frenchic@aol.com

Simonton Lake Area Homeowners’ Association, Inc.

P.O. Box 1706

Elkhart, IN. 46515-1706
www.simontonlake.org
info@simontonlake.org

The MISSION of the Simonton Lake Area Homeowner's Association is
to foster the safety and quality of life in our neighborhood. We strive
to protect the value of our homes, the wildlife and the environment
surrounding our lake, support local and state law enforcement for the
safety of our families and lake visitors, and encourage active involve-
ment in the northern Elkhart area growth and development.

a

lake.org

N

The newsletter is published 6 times per year - Feb, May, Jun,
Jul, Aug, & Nov. For advertising information, call: Dick Rhodes - 574-
370-7884 or Bob Meyers - 574-361-4445 or email: ads@simonton-

IN THE NEXT ISSUE: which will come out February
1st (until then, check the website for current news)

~ Snowmobiling & Ice Fishing on the lake...
~ Getting ready for spring... brush up on
Boating rules

Simonton Lake
Events

Ice Golf Tournament -
January 17th, 2009 (held at
Lakeshore Bar & Grill)

Community
Contacts

Simonton Lake Conservancy
4) 206-8485

DNR
Main office: (317)232-4160
or toll free 1-877-928-3755
Fax: (317)233-4579

Sheriff Elkhart County
(574) 533-4151
Association contact person:
Cpl. Casey Lehman
General information or
questions, Email:
clehman®@elkhartcountysheriff.com
Phone: (574) 535-6553

Osolo Township Fire Dept.
(574) 264-1066

Law Enforcement District
(574) 457-8092

w

Newsletter Staff:

Carole Foutz, Dave Foutz, Sandy Hoefer,
Janet Kelsey, Lisa Kime, Diane Marlow,
Amy Matherly, Theresa Maier, Bob Meyers,
Dick Rhodes, Kay Rhodes

Would you like to
contribute information, pictures, or
stories to "Simonton Says...?"

Email to: info@simontonlake.org
or mail to:

Simonton Says... Newsletter
Simonton Lake Area Homeowners’
Association, Inc.

P.O. Box 1706

Elkhart, IN. 46515-1706




